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RACINE - After at least two years of debate
and failed ideas for a redesign of
Monument Square, city leaders finally
settled on an idea that doesn�t move the
monument, creates open space for events,
and will cost about $1million to $2 million.

Racine city aldermen voted to approve the design plan Monday night. It takes the redesign of Monument
Square closer to reality than ever before, said Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Donnie
Snow. Previously, city officials have carefully reviewed and rejected two other plans.

The committee of the whole, a committee made up of the entire City Council, approved the plan by voice vote
Monday without any �no� votes. If the City Council approves the plan at its Nov. 3 meeting, city staff will set
out to hire designers and construction contractors.

The plan suggests elements like lots of seating, corner areas that act as entrances to the square, and
strings of lights over the square.

The plan paves a good portion of Monument Square with cobblestones, to create open space for events.
Architect George Crandall told aldermen the best squares in the world are simple, so people can gather and
use the space as they like. He used a square in Oregon has an example, showing the aldermen slides of a
cancer benefit held in a tent, people buying food from a street vendor and people sitting outside for lunch.

There were even slides of tourists taking pictures of each other standing in the Oregon square. �This place
had enough magic to it,� he said.

Crandall said a square can become a place for concerts and other events. It can help foster economic
development by pulling people downtown. Crandall�s plan suggests paving Sixth Street with the same
cobblestones as Monument Square, to tie Sixth Street, Main Street and the square together.

�What kind of events can take place in a square?� Crandall said. �One often doesn�t know but if you have a
place, they will happen.�

When Alderman Robert Morrison said residents of Racine would like more green space, Crandall
responded that the square preserves green space, but that it should not be entirely made up of green
space. �There�s really a difference between a park and a square,� he said. For special events, he said,
�hard surface is really what�s needed.�

He also noted there are park blocks toward the lake and there could be more green space by the lake in
the future.



City officials once considered moving the monument from the center of the square to make room for
events, but some balked at the cost and the idea was dropped. Architect Don Arambula, Crandall�s partner
in Portland, Oregon, said the square can be designed so that the monument can be moved some day, but
moving the monument is not part of the current plan.

�It�s all about economic development,� Crandall said. �If this is done right, Main Street will prosper and
Sixth Street will prosper.�

He said the plan could be pursued in stages, so that the city would not have to find the money all at once
for the base price of about $1 million and perhaps another $1 million for options.

Before aldermen voted, Mayor Gary Becker urged approval for a plan that he said could help an ongoing
revitalization process for Downtown.

Downtown is the heart of Racine, he said, and �Monument Square is the heart of our heart.�

The consultants favor greenery instead of a wall to shield traffic from the square. They�d like to cut paths
through trees to turn Monument Square into an easy pedestrian�s connection between Sixth and Main streets.
That will probably mean a diagonal path across at least part of Monument Square.

�One has to think about how the pedestrian moves,� Crandall said. �If you fight it, you discourage people from
using these kinds of spaces.�

�Really, the big idea here is to unify Main and Sixth. Main Street will do better and Sixth Street will do better.�

As for the next step, the consultants gave out surveys to Parks and Recreation Board members to gauge their
preferences for a Monument Square redesign. The consultants will review the results and return with a new
proposal for the area. A specific timetable for a redesign was not given.


